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MAYOR 
Michael C. Taylor 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
 Joseph V. Romano, Mayor Pro Tem   Nate Shannon   
 Deanna Koski      Doug Skrzyniarz  
 Maria G. Schmidt              Barbara A. Ziarko 

 
CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 

 
AGENDA FOR SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016 

 
7:00 P.M. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
LOCATION:  CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 40555 UTICA ROAD, PHONE (586) 446-CITY 
(MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE FILED IN THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE) 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG AND INVOCATION 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
REPORT FROM CITY MANAGER 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING PRESENTATION 

 
I.  Visioning 2030  

A. The Vision becomes reality… 
1. A Smash …the Success of the Sterling Heights Farmers Market  
2. A Splash…Clinton River Rehabilitation  
3. Dressing Up…Richard J. Notte City Center Improvements  

 
B. Increasing the love for home…Place Making 

1. Art for Everyone…A New Initiative  
2. Creating Fun… A revival of the City Parks…Taking Fun to a New Level  
3. Reimagining Lakeside  
4. A New Place to Do Business…An Industrial Corridor for the Future  
5. Honoring the Past…50th Anniversary Celebration 
  

II.      Sign Ordinance  
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 CITIZEN COMMENT ON STRATEGIC PLANNING PRESENTATIONS 
 
 MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL COMMENT ON STRATEGIC PLANNING PRESENTATIONS 
 
 COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 

 
 
In accordance with the Sterling Heights Governing Body Rules of Procedure, under this 
agenda item, citizens are permitted to address the City Council on issues not on the 
agenda. Citizens are afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard.  Generally, no 
response shall be made to any communication from a citizen until all citizens have been 
permitted to speak. 
 
You may be called to order by the Chair or a Council member if you: 
 

• Attempt to engage the Council or any member in debate  
• Fail to address the Council on matters germane to City business 
• Use vulgarity 
• Make personal attacks on persons or institutions 
• Disrupt the public meeting 

 
If you are called to order, you will be required to take your seat until the Council 
determines whether you will be permitted to continue. 
 
These rules are in place and will be followed to ensure order and civility.  

 
 CLOSED SESSION PERMITTED UNDER ACT 267 OF 1976 - (roll call vote required) 
 
 ADJOURN 
 
        Clerk of the Council 
 

The City of Sterling Heights will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon 7 days notice to the Community Relations 
Department at 446-CITY.  
 
The backup information for this agenda is available on the City’s website.  Go to www.sterling-
heights.net and click on City Council e-Packets. 

http://www.sterling-heights.net/
http://www.sterling-heights.net/
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Clinton River Habitat Restoration Project 



EPA Grant Highlights 

• Sterling Heights / City of Utica Partnership 

• $4.5 Million Federal Funds with No Local Match  

 



The 9 mile section of the Clinton River upstream of the Red 
Run Drain is targeted for dramatic improvements. 

Clinton River Corridor 

 



Clinton River Habitat Restoration Project 

• Dramatic Habitat Improvements along Clinton River 

• Create New Habitat and Improve Habitat Diversity 

• Accommodate Wide Range of Flows 

• Resolve Sedimentation and Incision Issues 

• Alleviate Bank Erosion 

• Manage Woody Debris 

• Invasive Species Control   



River Assessment 

 



Next Steps: 

• MDEQ Permit Comments and Approval 

• Site Selection with Details and Estimates 

• Contractor Procurement 

• Get Started – Construction Spring 2016 

Clinton River Habitat Restoration Project 

Going Forward: 

“We’re really going to start leveraging up [the river], 

because… we don’t have lakes, we don’t have lakefront, 

but we do have an amazing river that has a lot of 

potential.” 

Sterling Heights Mayor Michael Taylor 

 



Setting the Foundation 

Pedestrian Bridge over Clinton River 



Setting the Foundation 

Placemaking – Canoe Landing at Dodge Park Bridge 



Setting the Foundation 

MDEQ Costal Zone Management - Grant 



Setting the Foundation 

Green Infrastructure – Rain Garden 





2015/2016 Richard J. Notte City 

Center Improvements 
 



West City Center Improvements 

Completed in 2015 
 

• Pavement repairs 

• Police Department retaining wall replacement 

• Drainage improvements at three problematic 

locations 

• Geometric improvements including Handicapped 

accessibility improvements 

• Landscaping improvements and aesthetic features 
 

 



Pavement Repairs 
 

• 90% of pavement replaced provides for 20 year design 

life 



Police Department Retaining Wall Replacement 
 

• Three-tier system replaced with cost effective single-

tier wall 



Drainage Improvements at 

Three Problematic Locations 
 

• City Hall truck dock 

• City Hall west lower level entrance 

• Police Department lower level vehicular entrance 



Geometric Improvements 
 

• Additional parking spaces at Police Department and Library 

• Sidewalk extension from rear lot to Library 

• Island relocations to improve turning radii 



Handicapped Accessibility Improvements 
 

• Minimal pavement slopes 

• Curb drops 

• Detectable warning tiles 

• Van accessible parking spaces 



Landscaping Improvements and Aesthetic Features 
 

• Functional low maintenance landscaping 

• Movement of “Spirit of Sterling Heights” statue to prominent 

location 



2016 Richard J. Notte City 

Center East Improvements 
 

Construction commencement spring 2016 



East City Center Improvements to be 

Completed in 2016 
 

• Pavement replacement 

• Geometric improvements  

• Plaza creation along Library and PD frontage 

• Secured Police Department parking area via gate 

installation 

• Landscaping improvements 

• Aesthetic features 



Pavement Replacement 
 

• Deteriorated pavement to be replaced 



Geometric Improvements 
• Vast expansion of green area 

• Elimination of multiple north/south drive aisles 

• Traffic circle creation 

• Handicapped parking improvements 

• Plaza Creation including walkway connections 

 



Plaza Creation 
• Widened walkway across City Center frontage 

• Walkway connection to trail system 

• Benches placed along walkway for leisure 

• Improves pedestrian safety during Sterlingfest 



Secured Police Department Parking Area 
 

• Security gate installation and restricted access 

point to provide secured area 

Restricted Access 

Security gate 



Landscaping and Aesthetic Features 
 

• Incorporate landscaping ideology from West City Center 

improvements 

• Create focal point with bears statue 



2016 Richard J. Notte City Center 



 
 

 

















































































































































































































































Economic Development 
Objectives Supporting 2030 

Vision 



Re-Imagining Lakeside 



Lakeside Sustainability Study 



Overall Interest 
 
• Lack of investment  

• Drop in sales 

• Growing sustainability issues of enclosed shopping center 

• Future of the anchors 

• Increased competition  

• Changed in customer preferences 

 



5 Most Common Mall Re-Development Projects 

• Mixed - Use 

• Single Use Development 

• Adaptive Re-Use 

• Mall Plus 

• Reinvested Mall 

 



Design Precedent 

• Comparable Land Masses 
• Prominent Land Features 

• Mixture of Uses 

• Density 

• Parking 

• Comfort and Safety 

• Natural Connections 

 



Concept Redevelopment Plans 



Keep the Mall in place 

1.Develop the perimeter 
2.Mixed uses 
3.High density residential 
4.Public Open Spaces 



Keep the Anchors In place 

• Integrated water feature 

• Perimeter mixed use developments 

• Parking 

 



Innovation Team 
 

 

 

 

• Changes to Lakeside will be over time 

• Regular meetings with mall management 

• Keep updated FAQ's - questions recently submitted to Lakeside 

• Develop a white paper evaluating state legislation to support malls 

 



2016 Economic Development Objective - Re-
Investing in our Industrial Assets 



LDFA/SMARTZONE DISTRICT 





Where Do We Go From Here 

• Growing Companies 

• No Expansion Space 

• Remain attractive to high growth companies 
• Infrastructure 

• Aesthetics 

 





  



 



















Timetable 

• ESTABLISHMENT OF SCOPE - OCTOBER 2015 

• REQUEST PROPOSAL - NOVEMBER 2015 

• PRESENTATION TO LDFA BOARD - DECEMBER 2015 

• INVENTORY - JANUARY 2016 

• REVIEW BROADBAND POSSIBILITIES - FEBRUARY 2016 

• PREPARE COST ESTIMATES - FEBRUARY 2016 

• COLOR RENDERINGS & POSTERS - MARCH 2016 

• WORKSHOPS & PRESENTATIONS - APRIL 2016 

• FINAL REPORT - JUNE 2016 

 



Funding Sources 

• Local Development Finance Authority 

• Tax Increment Finance Plan and Development Plan 

• Sterling Enterprise Park Development  

• Issue Bonds 

• Special Assessment District 

• Pay-As-You-Go 

• Timeline 
• February 2016 - LDFA Board Consideration 

• March 2016 - City Council Consideration 

• May 2016 - Final City Council Adoption 
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APPLY THE TEST: 

Does the Content Affect Enforcement? 

Commercial Messages 
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS… 

• Electronic Message Board Requirements for size, brightness 

and length of display 

• Coordination with Building Department in Sign Review and 

Issues with everyday implementation. 

• Identifying sign trends 

– More illumination 

– More movement 

– More signs on all sides of  

 buildings 

– More integration into building  

 architecture 
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