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Friday, March 13, 2015
6:00 - 10:00 p.M.

Sterling HeigHtS Senior Center
40200 Utica road

Free Parking & Shuttle from Dodge Park

ONE
CITY

Cultures

CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS

Ethnic Community Committee

many

New Date!

$1.00 Suggested Donation
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Mayor Pro Tem Michael C. Taylor
(586) 648-0008
mctaylor@sterling-heights.net
office hours: Thursdays 1–2 p.m.

Councilwoman Deanna Koski
(586) 566-2388
dkoski@sterling-heights.net

Councilman Joseph V. Romano
(810) 499-5599
cityhall@sterling-heights.net

Councilwoman Maria G. Schmidt
(586) 264-9242
mgschmidt@sterling-heights.net

Councilman Doug Skrzyniarz
(810) 499-5585
doug@sterling-heights.net

Councilwoman Barbara A. Ziarko
(586) 939-0332
bziarko@sterling-heights.net

 City Manager
Mark Vanderpool
(586) 446-CITY
cityhall@sterling-heights.net

Sterling Heights Magazine
Issue #3; Nov. 2014
Community Relations Department
Steven J. Guitar, Director

(L to R) , Councilman Joseph V. Romano, Councilwoman Deanna 
Koski, Councilwoman Maria G. Schmidt, Councilwoman Barbara 
A. Ziarko, Mayor Pro Tem Michael C. Taylor and Councilman Doug 
Skrzyniarz unveil an original David Santia painting of the late Mayor 
Richard Notte that will hang inside City Hall at the recently dedicated 
Richard J. Notte Sterling Heights City Center.

City Council honors legacy of Mayor Notte
At the Nov. 5 City Council meeting, 

following a moment of silence that lasted 31 
seconds (for each year Richard Notte served 
the city), the Sterling Heights City Council 
unanimously adopted a resolution formally 
naming the Sterling Heights Civic Center in 
honor of long-time Mayor Richard J. Notte.

At the conclusion of a stirring video tribute 
that captured the political life of Richard Notte 
(available at sterling-heights.net), an emotional 
Joe Romano, a fellow councilmember of Notte’s 
for more than 17 years, made a motion stating 
that, “from this day forward, the municipal 
complex shall be and hereby is named the 
Richard J. Notte Sterling Heights City Center 
in recognition of the man who gave so much of 
himself to make this city a special place – you’ll 
never be forgotten.”

All members of Council then enthusiastically 
approved the motion on the floor and then, 
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Christmas Trees
What’s a traditional Christmas morning 
scene without a beautifully decorated 
tree? If your household includes a natural 
tree in its festivities, take to heart the 
sales person’s suggestion -“Keep the tree 
watered.” 

Christmas trees account for hundreds 
of fires annually. Typically, shorts in 
electrical lights or open flames from 
candles, lighters or matches start tree 
fires. Well-watered trees are not a 
problem, a dry and neglected tree can be. 

Holiday Lights
Maintain your holiday lights.  Inspect 
holiday lights each year for frayed wires, 
bare spots, gaps in the insulation, broken 
or cracked sockets, and excessive kinking 
or wear before putting them up. Use only 
lighting listed by an approved testing 
laboratory.

Candle Care
Never leave a burning candle unattended.  
Consider using battery-operated 
flameless candles, which can look, smell 
and feel like real candles.  If you do use 
lit candles, make sure candles are in 
stable holders and place them where they 
cannot be easily knocked down. Keep 
candles at least 12 inches from anything 
that can burn. Avoid using candles in 
bedrooms and sleeping areas.

Holiday Decorations
Use only nonflammable decorations.  
All decorations should be nonflammable or 
flame-retardant and placed away from heat 
vents. If you are using a metallic or artificial 
tree, make sure it is flame retardant.

Don’t Block Exits
Ensure that trees and other holiday 
decorations do not block an exit way. In 
the event of a fire, time is of the essence. 
A blocked entry/exit way puts you and 
your family at risk.

The symbol of holiday warmth and tradition -- the 
Christmas tree -- was once left at the curb after the holidays, 
only to be disposed of in landfills and added to growing 
mountains of solid waste.

However, this year marks the 22nd year the city of 
Sterling Heights will recycle Christmas trees left at the curb.

Christmas trees left at the curb Monday, Jan. 5 through 
Jan. 30, will be turned into wood chips and returned to the 
earth in an environmentally friendly manner.  Christmas trees 
placed at the curb after Jan. 30 will be picked up with regular 
refuse and placed into a landfill.

Residents are asked to place their trees at the curb with 
their regular refuse by 7 a.m. on their normal trash collection 
day, remove all ornaments, hooks and other decorations, such 
as garland, and take the tree out of any plastic bag before 
placing it at the curb.

Van Dyke reconstruction begins
Various upgrades, enhancements slated Following these tips 

from the Sterling Heights 
Fire Department can 
ensure a joyous holiday

The Michigan Department of Transportation is preparing 
to begin a $34 million reconstruction project in February to 
improve nearly three miles of Van Dyke Avenue from 15 
Mile Road to 18 Mile Road in the city of Sterling Heights.

Work includes reconstructing the road, curb, and 
median left turns; removing and replacing drainage; drainage 
improvements; traffic signal upgrades; sidewalk and ramp 
improvements to be compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA); landscape improvements; and street 
lighting replacement. Several enhancements also will be 
completed in coordination with the City of Sterling Heights: 
colored concrete crosswalks, new energy-efficient street 
lighting, mast arm traffic signals with illuminated street 
signage, and enhanced median landscaping. In addition, 
pavement resurfacing and ADA ramp improvement work will 
take place from the Red Run Drain to 15 Mile Road.

Work will occur day and night in stages with lanes shifted 
to limit the impact on traffic. Access will be maintained to all 
businesses and residents throughout the project. Pedestrian 
access will be maintained as well.

The current street lights will be removed late this fall 
to accommodate road construction, with new street lights 
installed toward the end of the project. Temporary lights will 
be installed at all major intersections throughout the project.

For more information on the project, please contact Diane 
Cross, MDOT Office of Communications, at CrossD2@
michigan.gov or 248-752-0336.

City begins 22nd year of 
Christmas Tree Recycling
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Celebrate the season “Sterling” style
The city of Sterling Heights invites all residents to the 38th 

annual “A Sterling Christmas” on Saturday, December 6, 2015 
in Dodge Park.  Activities, including pony rides, a petting farm, 
horse-drawn wagon rides, ice sculpture carving, a carousel and 
caroling around a campfire will take place from 5:45 to 8:30 
p.m. The Historical Commission will also conduct tours of the 
Upton House (decked out for the holidays) throughout the night.

The official tree lighting ceremony will begin at 6 p.m. with 
entertainment, the lighting of holiday decorations and the arrival 
of Santa Claus.

Hot chocolate and cookies will be available and children 
can visit Santa in the Recreation Center. Parents are urged to 
bring a camera to take souvenir photos.  Each family will be 
given a special 4” x 6” picture frame for its personal photos 
taken at the event.

Optional donations of canned and boxed foods will be 
collected for the Macomb County Food Bank.

“A Sterling Christmas” is sponsored by Sterling Van Dyke 
Credit Union, Christian Financial Credit Union, Great Clips and 
Sterling Heights McDonald’s Restaurants.

For further information regarding this free event, please call 
the Parks and Recreation Department at 586-446-2700 or the 
Special Events Hotline at 586-446-2692.

A Sterling Christmas
Saturday, Dec. 6  •  5:45-8:30 p.m.
Dodge Park  •  6 p.m. Tree Lighting
Canned/box goods accepted

Admission is Free!

Van Dyke reconstruction begins
Various upgrades, enhancements slated

The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI’s) 2013 Preliminary 
Crime Statistics Report, released in Nov., shows Sterling Heights 
remains one of the safest communities in the state with populations 
over 100,000. Of the ten categories tracked in the report, Sterling 
Heights’ crime statistics in every category are lower than any other 
city, except two (aggravated assaults and motor vehicle thefts). In 
these two categories, Sterling Heights remains the second lowest on 
the list of cities with populations of 100,000 or more and trails only 
Ann Arbor, a community with a significantly lower population.

According to Sterling Heights Chief of Police Mike Reese, 
overall, violent crimes increased slightly in 2013 by 12 incidents, 
from 232 (2012) to 244 (2013). Reese said that the increase, however, 
is attributed to an expanded definition of rape statistics that caused all 
cities in the state to have similarly increased numbers. Reese pointed 
out that without the expanded definition, violent crimes actually 
went down in Sterling Heights in 2013. Overall, property crimes also 
decreased from a total of 2,578 (2012) to 2,486 (2013).

“The preliminary statistics confirm that Sterling Heights remains 
one of the safest cities in the state of Michigan,” Reese said. “It also 
confirms that the police department must continue to be vigilant and 
pro-active in its crime suppression efforts to keep Sterling Heights one 
of the safest large cities in the United States.”

FBI’s Crime Report:
City is one of the safest in Michigan

Citizen/Police partnerships 
like Citizens on Patrol (COPS), 
Neighborhood Watch and others 
help Sterling Heights prevent crime.
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Property owners 
in Sterling Heights are 
reminded that the city has 
an ordinance requiring the 
removal of snow and ice 
from sidewalks within 24 
hours of a snowstorm. 

The ordinance applies 
to sidewalks on all sides 
of a home or business 
within the city of Sterling 
Heights.

The intent of the 
snow removal ordinance 
is to keep sidewalks safe 
for children who walk 
to school, adults who 
enjoy walks with their 

dogs, joggers, bicycle riders, mail carriers and senior 
citizens who use the city’s public sidewalk system on 
a regular basis. 

This winter, property owners who fail to remove 
snow within 24 hours may receive a reminder in the 
form of a yellow door tag (shown above left) issued by 
the Sterling Heights Office of Code Enforcement.

Snow emergencies are declared only when heavy snowfalls impede vehicular 
traffic on subdivision streets. During a declared snow emergency, all vehicles are to 
be parked off city streets. Clear streets allow plows to proceed unimpaired. Those 
vehicles left parked on city streets, in violation of the traffic control order, may be 
ticketed and towed at the owner’s expense.

Illegally parking during the emergency snow alert is a municipal civil infraction.  
Those ticketed with a first offense will be subject to a $25 fine.  A second offense 
carries a penalty of $100 and subsequent penalties of $125 will be assessed.

All necessary personnel, from all Public Works divisions, work extended shifts 
in order to man and maintain all available snow removal equipment.

Priority #2 and #3 designated streets, as well as courts and cul-de-sacs, shall 
receive equal priority during a declared snow emergency.

It is the goal of the Department of Public Works to complete the plowing of 
all city streets including courts and cul-de-sacs, during a declared snow emergency, 
within 30 to 36 hours after snowfall ceases.

Find Snow Emergency alerts on local radio and TV, SHTV Chs. 5 & 10, Sterling Heights Informational 
Radio AM 1700, on the city’s Web site & on Facebook & Twitter.  Residents can also sign up for a free E-NEWS 
subscription that distributes Snow Emergency Alerts to your personal e-mail account each and every time city 
officials declare a Snow Emergency.

DURING SNOW EMERGENCIES:
Parked vehicles MUST be 
removed from city streets

AFTER A SIGNIFICANT SNOWFALL:
Sidewalks MUST be cleared within 24 hours

If homeowners or business owners/managers 
fail to correct the violation within the next 24 
hours, the city will make arrangements to correct 
the violation and bill the property owner for the 
expenses.  Expenses passed on include, but are 
not limited to, the cost of a city contractor to 
perform the work and additional administrative 
and legal fees.

Proper mailbox installation urged
Mailboxes should be installed with the leading edge at 

least six inches from the back edge of the curb. The U.S. 
Postal Service recommends a mailbox height of 41-45 inches.

While the city’s policy is to pay for limited damages when 
it can reasonably be shown that there was direct physical 
contact between a city snowplow and a properly located 
mailbox, in many cases, the city does not consider damage 
claims to mailboxes that extend over the curb and/or into the 
street. In addition, the city does not honor damage claims for 
mailboxes damaged by the weight and force of snow and ice 
coming off the snowplow with no direct contact between the 
plow and mailbox, primarily because the city has no control 
over the weight and amount of a snowfall. 

Homeowners who report mailbox damage are required 
to fill out a form detailing the incident. Contact the Department 
of Public Works at (586) 446-2440 to report a damage claim.
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The Sterling Heights Community Foundation annually reaches out to businesses and residents to help 

fund programs, activities and endowments that strengthen the city’s wide range of cultural, educational 
and recreational activities. Through your tax deductible donation to the Sterling Heights Community 
Foundation, you can assist local area students pay for college, provide evenings of supervised fun for 
area teenagers, be a part of Sterlingfest, support your local parks, library, area seniors and more! Through 
targeted donations to the foundation, you can also honor the memory of loved ones, celebrate special 
occasions, mark accomplishments or support vocations of interest to you.

You may use the form printed below to direct your financial gift to the Community Foundation’s 
General Fund or to any of the Foundation’s 19 specialized Endowment Funds.  Please complete the form 
and mail it, along with your tax-deductible contribution, to the Sterling Heights Community Foundation 
before December 31st to take advantage of available tax deduction opportunities.

Community Foundation seeks year end gifts
Donations are tax deductible within the limits of the law



City News & iNformatioN

s
te

r
li

N
g

 h
ei

g
h

ts
 m

a
g

a
zi

N
e 

  
  

9 
  

  
  

  
  

  
 

  
  

 w
iN

te
r

 2
01

4/
15

A new scholarship season will commence in 
January as the foundation will award $31,500 to students 
exhibiting academic excellence in a variety of upcoming 
fields of study.  This year, the foundation will award 38 
scholarships in 9 categories.

With the generous support of our partners, the 
foundation is pleased to announce that the 24th season 
of scholarship awards will culminate in $234,000 in 
educational support for 282 students since the program’s 
inception.

The foundation welcomes interested donors and 
organizations in joining us as a scholarship partner by 
establishing a specialized named endowment fund to 
support the giving of scholarship awards in specified 
fields.

For more information about the scholarship program 
or to access the scholarship application, please visit 
sterlingheightscommunityfoundation.org.

Thank you to our scholarship partners:  BAE 
Systems, The Chrysler Foundation, Ford Motor 
Company, Friends of Tom Kroll, General Dynamics Land 
Systems, Macomb County Chiropractic Association, 
Mayor Richard Notte, Rotary Club of Sterling Heights 
and the Selfridge ANG/Base Community Council.

Community Foundation to present 
record number of scholarships in 2015 

Foundation dedicated to 
continuing Mayor Notte’s legacy

Mayor Richard 
J. Notte, a dedicated 
supporter of the Sterling 
Heights Community 
Foundation, previously 
established a specialized 
endowment fund to 
annually award a 
scholarship to a Sterling 
Heights college student 
pursuing a degree in 
public service.  Each year, 
Mayor Notte personally 
congratulated the chosen 
winner and shared his 

desire to enhance the community through service.
Mayor Notte’s decades of service are certainly 

remarkable, and the foundation is committed to 
continuing his legacy through the Mayor Richard J. 
Notte Public Service Scholarship as donations to this 
endowment will facilitate this award in perpetuity.  

Donations to the Mayor Richard J. Notte Public 
Service Scholarship Endowment may be made to the 
Sterling Heights Community Foundation, P.O. Box 7023, 
Sterling Heights, MI, 48311-7023.

The foundation celebrated its signature charity gala on 
November 22 at Villa Penna in Sterling Heights. Thank you     
to all who attended in support of our mission!

Due to the generous support of our sponsors and patrons, 
the foundation is looking forward to a new year of furthering 
the mission of supporting culture, education, and recreation in 
Sterling Heights.

For more event coverage and photos, please visit the foundation’s 
Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/SterlingHeightsCommunityFoundation

We thank the following for their connection to our 
community and their generous support:

PATRIOT SPONSOR
UAW Ford

(Ford Sterling Axle and Van Dyke Transmission)

LIBERTY SPONSORS
BAE Systems

Defense Corridor Center for Collaboration and Synergy

FREEDOM SPONSORS
National Defense Industrial Association

STAR SPONSORS
Beaumont Health System

Crest Lincoln
E.J. Mandziuk and Sons Funeral Directors, Inc.

Henry Ford Macomb Hospitals
J.G. Kern Enterprises, Inc.

STRIPES SPONSORS
Christian Financial Credit Union

Ilitch Holdings, Inc.
O’Reilly Rancilio, P.C.

Sterling Heights Regional Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Waste Management

Wujek-Calcaterra & Sons

FRIENDS

“Puttin’ on the Ritz” 
celebrates Veterans

Hubbell, Roth, and Clark, Inc.
Bright Side Dental

Dinka Dental
Dropsa USA

Georgetown Dermatologists, P.C.
Nino Salvaggio International 

Marketplace
Women in Defense-MI

MEDIA SPONSORS
Fox 2 Detroit

Macomb Daily
Macomb Now Magazine

IN-KIND SPONSORS
Anne Nicolazzo Event 

Photography
A’peeling Fruit

Arsenal of Democracy
Arthur Murray Dance Studio

Candlelite Linen & More
Christine’s Cakes & Pastries

Mannino’s Bakery
Elise Mesner Photography

Something Fabulous
Twigs and Branches Floral

Walmart
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Remembering Notte
As community tributes pour in, Civic Center renamed the “Richard J. Notte Sterling Heights City Center”

Continued from page 3

together, unveiled an original painting 
of Notte by renowned artist Dave Santia, 
gifted to the city by the mayor’s family, and 
a plaque that will hang in City Hall naming 
the municipal complex the “Richard J. 
Notte Sterling Heights City Center.”

Although the evening’s tribute was 
requested by Romano at the October 21, 
2014 regular meeting, he told the audience 
and, especially, the Notte family in 
attendance that this action was unanimous 
way before it came to the Council table.

“This is an honor and privilege for me 
to make the motion,” Romano said, “but 
I want the Notte family to understand…
that every one of my colleagues are in full 
support of this tribute.  It was a joint effort 
by the entire Council.”

Mayor Notte’s son, Michael, addressed 
the Council and thanked the council and the 
community for its support of his father over 
the years.

“I appreciate you bringing this idea up 
while my father was alive two weeks ago,” 
Mike Notte said.  “My father and I watched 
the meeting and the next day talked about it 
(the tribute).  It brought a smile to his face.  
Just knowing that he knew about it before 
he passed and knowing it was going to 
happen, means a great deal to me.

“I want to thank you, the residents, for 
the love you gave him over his many years.  
Through the flowers, cards, phone calls 
and well-wishes, he saw how much the 
community believed in him and loved him.  
He felt the love.  Renaming the center in his 
honor means so much.”

Dick Notte, as his friends called him, 
served eleven two-year terms as mayor. He 
previously served ten years as a member of 
the city council prior to becoming the first 
mayor to be directly elected by a vote of the 
city electorate.

Constituents, friends pay tribute
“You were a treasure, Mayor Notte. 
This city loved you and will always 
love you. Thank you for everything 
you did to make our city what it 
is today. Rest in eternal peace, sir. “
• Sheryl Burns 

 “A great mayor and a greater 
man.”
• Frank Vogt

“Thank you for your service and 
dedication to our community. 
Sterling Heights is a wonderful 
community because of you.  May 
you rest in peace and your children 
find solace in seeing all of their 
father’s accomplishments.”
• Ralph & Susan Tiseo

“’To live in the hearts of those we 
loved, is not to die.’ Richard will 
be remembered  as the great man 
with a big heart. May God be with 
you through this difficult time. We 
are sorry for your loss.” 
• Don and Sharon Lukemire

“RIP. ~ What a great Mayor!”
• Donna Elbode Jones

“Such a friendly genuine man. May 
he rest in peace.”
• Kim Wlash-Raptis 

“Thank You Mayor Notte for 
being our Mayor. Sterling Heights 
is a great city because of your 
leadership, may God receive you 
with open arms. Our prayers and 
thoughts are with you and your 
family. God Bless.”
• Tony & Donna DiPalma

“RIP Richard Notte.....A Great 
Mayor and a Great Union Man 
who represented the middle class.”
• Get Real

“I remember him at my elementary 
school’s blue ribbon ceremony in 
2005 and he would always come to 
my high school’s volleyball games. 
Rest in peace, Mayor Notte.”
• Shelby Herrmann 

“Mayor Notte was a good man and 
leader for our community Rest in 
Peace we will miss you.”
• Maryann Camarata
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Flood insurance is available for all residents
Office of Engineering can answer flood plain questions 
     Residents can buy federal flood insurance no matter 
where they live in the city of Sterling Heights because the 
city belongs to the National Flood Insurance Program.  
     The program was created in 1968 to provide 
affordable flood insurance to people who live in areas 
with the greatest risk of flooding called Special Flood 
Hazard Areas.

     In fact, under 
the National Flood 
Insurance Act 
lenders must require 
borrowers whose 
property is located 
within a Special 
Flood Hazard 
Area to purchase 
flood insurance 
as a condition of 

receiving a federally-backed mortgage loan.
     Unfortunately, homeowners often do not find out 
until it is too late that their homeowner’s policies do 
not cover flooding.  Federal flood insurance protects 
your most valuable assets, your home and belongings.
     The city of Sterling Heights Office of Engineering 
(586-446-2720) will help you determine if you are in 
a flood plain, and if you are, they will assist you with 
information pertaining to protecting your property 
from floods.  

     The Sterling Heights Public Library maintains a 
section on flood insurance and how to protect your 
home from flooding.  Remember, you can purchase 
flood insurance whether you live in or outside of a 
flood plain. 
     What is a flood?
     Anywhere it rains, it can flood. A flood is a 
temporary condition where two or more acres of 
normally dry land or two or more properties are 
inundated by water or mudflow. Many conditions can 
result in a flood: hurricanes, broken levees, outdated or 
clogged drainage systems and rapid accumulation of 
rainfall.
     Just because you haven’t experienced a flood in the 
past, doesn’t mean you won’t in the future. Flood risk 
isn’t just based on history, it’s also based on a number 
of factors: rainfall, river-flow and tidal-surge data, 
topography, flood-control measures, and changes due 
to building and development.
     A prolonged rain event over several days or an ice 
jam can cause a river, stream or drain to overflow or 
flood the surrounding areas.
     Flash flooding from an intense rainfall of one inch 
or more per hour often catches people unprepared.
     • A flood WATCH means a flood is possible in your 
area.
     • A flood WARNING means flooding is already 
occurring or will occur soon in your area.

How you can help prevent flooding
As we saw last summer, flooding can occur at any time.  
Below are the things that residents can do to help the city’s 
effort to prevent or minimize potential flooding of your 
neighborhood: 
• Do not dump or throw anything into the ditches or 

streams.  Dumping in our ditches and streams is a 
violation of City Ordinance.  According to Section 43-7 
of the city’s code of ordinances, no person shall throw 
or deposit litter in any park, publicly owned land or 
private land abutting recreational waters within the city. 
Even grass clippings and branches can accumulate and 
plug channels. A plugged channel cannot carry water 
and when it rains the water has to go somewhere.  Every 
piece of trash/ debris contributes to flooding.

• If your property is next to a ditch or stream, please do 
your part and keep the banks clear of brush and debris.

• Always check with the Building Department before 
you build on, alter, regrade, or fill on your property.  A 
permit may be needed to ensure that projects do not 
cause problems on other properties.

Homeowner 
Associations
register now!

Homeowner and condominium 
associations that have not yet registered 
with the city, or those associations who 
need to update information already 
on file, are asked to do so with the 
Community Relations Department.

Registering helps the city contact 
association representatives in the event 
of a problem and when new residents 
are looking for information about their 
neighborhood representatives.

Call (586) 446-2470 or e-mail 
cityhall@sterling-heights.net and 
provide contact information, including 
e-mail and phone numbers for 
association representatives.
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Life
With more than 48,500 residential 

properties and more than 3,000 
businesses, Sterling Heights has proud 
status as Michigan’s fourth largest city.

For the most part, homeowners 
and business owners do a nice job of 
maintaining their property.

When necessary, the city 
maintains a process for reporting and 
investigating ordinance violations for 
problems such as tall grass, property 
debris and other problems.

Complaints can be forwarded to 
the city in several ways: an e-mail to 
cityhall@sterling-heights.net, calling 
Community Relations at (586) 446-
2470 and the city’s Web site: www.
sterling-heights.net.

Once a complaint is logged, an 
inspector will be sent to investigate 
the problem. If a violation is found, 
the property owner is notified that they 
have a specified number of days to 
correct the problem.

If the problem is not corrected, 
the issue will be reviewed by the city’s 
Ordinance Board of Appeals (OBA). 
If the board confirms the violation, the 
city will correct the violation and bill 
the property owner.

In all, the ordinance violation 
process usually takes between 30-45 
days to complete.

NOTE: Some violations are civil 
infractions and may result in issuance 
of a ticket but no OBA hearing.

Part of Sterling Heights’ 
charm is the beauty of its 
residential areas.

As the city matures, residents 
can do their part to ensure that 
Sterling Heights remains a 
wonderful place to live, work 
and play. By keeping houses or 
businesses maintained, painted and 
landscaped, we not only display our 
pride in the community, but also 
add to property values.

The city, over the years, 
has compiled a comprehensive 
city code that contains property 
maintenance rules and regulations 
designed to promote beauty and 
protect the health, safety and 
welfare of all residents. What 
follows below are important 
seasonal guidelines based 
on existing Sterling Heights 
ordinances and community 
standards.
Homes & Yards
• Homes should be routinely 

painted or coated to prevent 
surface deterioration with no 
visible signs of peeling paint. 
Aluminum and vinyl siding and 
trim should be kept in good 
repair.

• All buildings should be 
maintained in a structurally-
sound condition, with no sagging 
roof lines, worn or missing 
shingles, or tilted/bowed floors 
and walls.

• All building extensions and 
attachments, such as fences, 
porches, gutters and shutters, 
should be maintained. They 
should present an even, 
straight and structurally sound 

appearance.
• Single-family homes built in 

Sterling Heights are designed to 
be occupied by traditional family 
units for the safety and comfort 
of those residing in the dwelling.

• Some home-occupation 
businesses may be operated 
out of a residence, provided 
there are no employees, signs, 
storage, commercial vehicles or 
equipment or on-site parking.

• Grass and shrub areas should 
be mowed, trimmed and kept 
weed-free. No lawn areas should 
be allowed to grow to a height 
greater than 6 inches. Mowing 
and trimming of ditch lines and 
right-of-way areas, adjacent to 
the roadway, is also expected. 
All types of landscaping should 
be kept neat and clean. Diseased 
or dead landscaping should be 
removed.

• Yard areas should be free of 
litter, junk, debris and scrap 
storage. Failure to keep a yard 
uncluttered from debris may be 
considered a nuisance.

• Landscaping must be installed at 
a new home within one year of 
occupancy.

• Firewood shall be stacked neatly 
at least eight inches off the 
ground, no higher than 6 feet 
and 3 feet from the side lot line.

• Swimming pools must be in 
proper working order and, for 
public health reasons, must not 
contain stagnant water.

• Holiday and lighting displays 
should be removed from 
dwellings or yards no later than 
60 days following a holiday.

A 
YEAR-ROUND 
GUIDE

MAINTAINING A STERLING QUALITY OF

REPORTING
VIOLATIONS
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Garages/Driveways/Garage Sales
• Garage doors should be free of 

peeling paint and dents, and should 
close tightly and securely.

• Driveways and sidewalks should be 
free of broken areas and hazardous 
conditions.

• It is unlawful to sweep leaves, grass 
or snow into the public street.

• All vehicles should be parked in 
defined driveways and not in any 
yard areas. Vehicles should not be 
parked on the lawn or across the 
public sidewalk.

• Extreme caution must be exercised 
with all outdoor cooking and open 
flames (including barbecuing) and 
should be conducted outdoors.

• Residents do not need to obtain a 
permit to hold a garage sale.

• Recurring or continual garage 
sales (i.e. every weekend) are not 
permitted.  Residents are encouraged 
to hold no more than two sales per 
year.

• Garage sale signs (or any other signs) 
are regulated by city ordinances and 
are never permitted to be posted in 
the public right-of-way.

• Sterling Heights’ official Web site: 
www.sterling-heights.net posts 
garage sale notices free-of-charge. 
The garage sale notice form can be 
found on the city’s Web site: www.
sterling-heights.net. Notices must be 
submitted at least one week prior to 
scheduled event.

Sidewalks
• All public sidewalks should be kept 

free of ice, snow and other obstacles. 
Snow should be removed within 24 
hours after a snowfall.

Vehicles (RVs & Commercial)
• Recreational vehicles must be stored 

in an enclosed building or garage, 
in the rear or side yard on a paved 
surface, or if access to these is not 
available, on a paved driveway no 
closer than 8 feet from the public 
sidewalk or 7 feet from the front lot 
line if sidewalks are not installed. 
Even if there is paved parking in the 

side or rear yard, recreational vehicles 
may be temporarily parked in the 
driveway or street for a period of 48 
hours if preparing for or returning 
from a trip or performing routine 
maintenance.

• Commercial vehicles and equipment 
may not be parked or stored in 
residential areas of the city. Trucks 
exceeding 3/4 ton and used for 
commercial purposes are considered 
commercial vehicles, as are semi truck-
trailers, step vans, cube vans and any 
other vehicle capable of a payload of 
more than one ton.

• No unlicensed and/or junk vehicles 
should be parked on the property 
other than in the garage. Major 
vehicle repairs, such as engine and 
transmission overhauls and body work 
that require extensive time to complete, 
should not be attempted and are not 
permitted.

• The parking of personal vehicles 
(new or used) for purposes of sale 
is not permitted on commercial, 
industrial or public properties. 
Dealers are not permitted to operate 
in residential areas. Vehicle sales 
on private residential property are 
restricted by city ordinances. Contact 
the City Development Office at (586) 
446-2360 for  additional information.

Animals (Pets)
• No more than four adult animals may 

occupy a home.
• Exotic animals cannot be kept as pets. 

Exotic animals are defined as those 
not occurring naturally in the city 
presently or historically, which are 
normally found in the wild.

• Farm animals can only be raised on 
an eight-acre lot (minimum).

• Pets, including dogs and cats, must be 
controlled in public by a leash.

• When walking your pet, waste 
must be cleared from, picked up 
and disposed from all public places 
(including parks) and private 
property. No waste on your private 
property should be allowed to create a 
nuisance.

• Dogs must be licensed. Visit www.
petdata.com to register your pet.

• Dogs should not bark excessively.
• Vicious animals are not allowed.
• To report strays, barking dogs, 

loose animals or deceased animals 
along roadways, contact the Police 
Department’s Animal Control 
Division at (586) 446-2800.

Goal is to keep neighborhoods looking good all year 

You can prevent rodent 
problems in your neighborhood.  
Property owners are responsible 
for preventing conditions that 
provide a home or food source 
for rats.  Rodents will eat 
almost anything.  To get rid of 
rats you must get rid of their 
food.  Follow these steps to 
keep rats away or to keep their 
numbers in check:
• Clear away any rubbish piled 

close to buildings to expose 
burrows and openings that 
rats might use to get in.

• Store food in rat-proof 
containers, such as 
galvanized cans with tight-
fitting lids. This includes 
birdseed, grass seed, and 
other possible foods kept in 
garages and/or outbuildings. 

• Store and dispose of garbage 
properly, so that rats can’t 
get into it.

• If you feed your pets outside, 
leave the food out for just 
long enough to be eaten, and 
then remove it.

• Clean up pet droppings from 
the yard every day.

• Remove old wood or rubbish 
from the property since these 
are regular rat hangouts.

Call DPW to report a 
Rodent/Rat infestation in your 
neighborhood at 446-2440.

Fight Rodent 
infestation;
clean yards/garages
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The Sterling Heights Department of Public Works (DPW) thanks residents for their cooperation and 
support in making its Refuse Disposal Program one of the most cost-effective and environmentally sound 
programs in the state. Residents have been supportive by using paper bags for yard waste disposal or refuse 
cans marked with “Yard Waste” stickers.  If you have any questions regarding the following Refuse and 
Yard Waste Collection Guidelines, please contact Waste Management directly at (586) 791-5458 first, 
before potential collection problems occur. Please place all refuse and yard waste at the curb by 7 a.m. on 
your regular trash day, but no earlier than 1 p.m. the day before. 

SEPARATE YARD WASTE CURBSIDE 
COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS:
1. Place yard waste into an acceptable 

32-gallon container – trash cans 
marked with an official Yard Waste 
decal or yard waste paper bags (which 
do not require a Yard Waste decal).

2. Place yard waste at the curb (not in
 the street) for pick-up on your regular 

trash day by 7 a.m.

3. Yard waste should be set several 
feet away or on the opposite side of 
the driveway from regular trash to 
distinguish it for separate collection.

4. Do not mix yard waste in any 
containers containing regular refuse. 
Yard waste in improper containers will 
not be collected.

YARD WASTE ACCEPTED FOR  
SEPARATE CURBSIDE COLLECTION:
• grass clippings and leaves
• flowers and other “soft” material
• branches / brush less than four feet 

long, securely tied up and bundled 
   (no roots)

NO SOD - Please call the Department of
Public Works at (586) 446-2440 for proper 
disposal options.

RULES FOR DISPOSAL OF BULKY & OTHER REFUSE:
Refuse which cannot be placed in containers MUST BE tied 
and bundled in lengths not exceeding four feet and weighing 
less than 50 pounds. Remove all nails, screws and protruding 
objects.

MEDICAL SYRINGES: Sharp needles cannot be disposed of 
unless contained in heavy containers (such as plastic liquid 
detergent bottles or metal coffee cans).

WHITE GOODS: Large appliances should 
be placed with regular refuse. The law 
requires that doors be removed on any 
refrigerator or freezer in order to protect 
children. A separate truck will pick up the 
white goods on your scheduled collection day 
for recycling.

CANS OF PAINT: Dispose of paint with refuse by mixing 
in sand, cat litter or other absorbent and let air dry. 
Once dried, place with lid off with 
regular refuse. No paint in liquid 
form will be collected.

DISPOSAL OF COMPACT 
FLUORESCENT LIGHT (CFL) 
BULBS: The Macomb County Health Department also accepts 
CFLs through their Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Program. For drop-off dates and times, call (586) 466-7923.  
If you cannot take your CFL to the health department, place 
the CFL in two sealed plastic bags and place it with your 
garbage for curbside collection.

Refuse disposal tips for odds and ends 
Questions can be directed to Waste Management at (586) 791-5458

Mark can with Yard 
Waste decal, 32-gal. 
capacity, 60-lb. limit 
when full.

32-gal. max. capacity, 
60-lb. limit when full.

30-gal. capacity,
40-lb. weight limit.

Regular
Refuse

Yard
Waste

Use only heavy-duty 30 
gal. paper yard waste 
bags, 40-lb. limit when 
full.

Trash Cans               Plastic Bags

Trash Cans               Paper Bags

ACCEPTABLE REFUSE & 
YARD WASTE CONTAINERS
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RECYCLING DROP-OFF CENTERS 

15 Mile Road

Drop-off
Center

M
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Fire Station 4

15 Mile
west of Schoenherr

18 Mile Road

DPW

M
ou

nd

V
an

 D
yk

e

19 Mile Road
Sc

ho
en

he
rr

Farmstead 
Park

Parks 
Maint.
Garage

Clinton River Road
Drop-off
Center

7200 18 Mile 12260 Clinton River 
Road

For a list of items accepted and not accepted at the Recycling Centers,
please visit www.sterling-heights.net

Sterling Heights Curbside Recycling is NOW AVAILABLE!
ONLINE at www.wm.com/wm/sterlingheights or CALL toll-free 866.797.9018

2014/2015 REFUSE/YARD WASTE/CURBSIDE RECYCLING
CALENDAR COLLECTION DELAYS

The following are upcoming observed holidays with changes in refuse collection:
Christmas Day - Dec. 25: Refuse collection delayed one day Thursday & Friday (Fri. pickup on Sat.)
New Year’s Day - Jan. 1: Refuse collection delayed one day Thursday & Friday (Fri. pickup on Sat.)
Memorial Day -May 25:  Refuse collection delayed one day Monday-Friday (Fri. pickup on Sat.)
Labor Day - Sept. 7: Refuse collection delayed one day Monday-Friday (Fri. pickup on Sat.)
Thanksgiving Day - Nov. 26: Refuse collection delayed one day Thursday & Friday (Fri. pickup on Sat.)

The Department of 
Public Works maintains the 
public sanitary sewer system 
relentlessly through cleaning and 
inspecting. A city sewer truck 
is out nearly every workday 
diligently cleaning sanitary 
sewers. Despite this effort 
however, it is still possible for 
sewage to back up in the public 
mains due to obstructions in 
the sewers, such as foreign 
objects flushed down toilets 
and improper release of grease 
and other items into the sewer 
system.

The vast majority of 
public sewer customers do 
not experience any problems 
with their sewage system. 
However, all property owners 
are encouraged to minimize their 

risk of a loss caused by sewage 
back ups. This can be done by 
taking the following steps:

Storing personal property 
so it is less likely to be damaged 
should a back up occur. This 
would include storing property 
off the floor in plastic storage 
boxes. Irreplaceable valuables, 
heirlooms and family photos are 
especially important to protect. 

Purchasing sewage back 
up insurance coverage. Sewer 
back up insurance coverage is 
available from most of their 
companies as an endorsement to 
the homeowners policy. Annual 
premiums vary between $40 
and $100. However, some do 
include minimal coverage in a 
homeowner’s package policy.

Installing a backwater 
prevention valve(s). A 
backwater valve is designed to 
automatically close to prevent 
sewage from backing up into 
the basement from a blocked 
public sewer. Backwater 
valves are simply a large 
check valve installed under the 
basement floor at each drain 
or bathroom in the basement. 
Backwater prevention valves 
are now a requirement for 
all new construction and do 
require periodic maintenance. 
Homeowners interested in 
having a backwater valve 
installed should check with 
a plumbing contractor for 
installation cost and the city’s 
Building Department for permit 
requirements (586-446-2360).

Proper prevention can avoid sewer back ups
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The city of 
Sterling Heights 
and its Ethnic 
Community 

Committee will hold its 2015 Cultural Exchange 
Friday, March 13, from 6-10 p.m. in the Senior Center. 
The public is welcomed and encouraged to attend this 
celebrated event.  Free overflow parking and shuttle 
service is available in Dodge Park.

Sponsored by the Sterling Heights Ethnic 
Community Committee, the 2015 Cultural Exchange 
will feature a wide array of ethnic music and dance, 
educational cultural displays from area groups and 
retailers, and cuisine from city restaurateurs.  A 
minimum suggested donation of $1 is requested. Last 
year’s event drew nearly 1,000 people.

“This is really a great chance for people of 
various ethnic and cultural backgrounds to celebrate 
their similarities more than their differences,” said 
Ike Cabase, chairperson of the Ethnic Community 
Committee. “We are hoping that moving the event to 
March will warm things up and encourage even more 
participation with better weather.”

The Ethnic Committee’s goals include developing, 
understanding and improving the communication 
among diverse races and ethnic groups in the city.

City celebrates rich 
diversity at March 13
Cultural Exchange

2015 Sterling Heights Cultural Exchange
Friday, March 13 • 6-10 p.m. • Senior Center • $1 Donation
Free Overflow Parking & Shuttle from Dodge Park

Now’s your time to 

“Snow Off” 
Contest salutes 
snowman/
snow sculpture
creativity

The Sterling Heights Beautification 
Commission is once again encouraging families 
to get out and enjoy Mother Nature’s winter gift 
by participating in and welcoming entries in the 
2015 Snowman/Snow Sculpture Contest.

Creative candidates
sought for artist program

Local artists looking for recognition, exposure 
and a prestigious place to have their work 
displayed are invited to apply as a Featured Artist 
for the city of Sterling Heights.

Applications for the Featured Artist program 
are available at sterling-heights.net under the 
“Forms and Publications” section. In addition 
to the application, artists are asked to send a 
biography and photographs of their work to the 
city’s Community Relations Department.

Selected artists will have their work displayed 
for two months on the lower level of City Hall and 
at the Public Library on display boards that are 4’ 
x 15’ in size. In addition, artists will be featured 
on Sterling Heights Television (SHTV) and have 
the opportunity to be interviewed by local media.

The city is currently seeking support for the 
2015 Sterling Heights Cultural Exchange

Businesses interested in becoming a sponsor, 
restaurateurs who would like to donate samples 
of ethnic dishes and dance troupes and 
entertainment groups interested in performing are 
encouraged to call the city at (586) 446-2470.

Julia Ohman won the 
Beautification Commission’s 
contest in 2014.

Entries must include a name, address, telephone number 
and photograph of your snowman or snow sculpture built 
between now and the entry deadline of Friday, Feb. 27.

Entries can be sent to:
Community Relations, Snowman Contest
P.O. Box 8009
Sterling Heights, MI, 48311-8009

Entries can also be e-mailed to:
 cityhall@sterling-heights.net.

The winner of the contest will receive a $25 prize from 
the Beautification Commission. Nominations will be judged on 
Monday, March 2, followed by a presentation to the winning 
entry on Monday, April 6.
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Read deeper with the 
library’s book groups
Good Reads Book Discussion

Check out reader favorites from many genres with 
the Good Reads book discussion group. This readers’ 
choice series offers many great books to read and talk 
about. The group will meet on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in 
the library programming center. Check the library web-
site at www.shpl.net for more information on Good 
Reads. Upcoming books include:
  January 13: Madame Tussaud: a Novel of the French 
    Revolution by Michelle Moran
  February 10: Peace Like a River by Leif Enger
  March 10: Her Fearful Symmetry by Audrey Niffenegger
  April 14: The Autobiography of Mrs. Tom Thumb by 
    Melanie Benjamin 
No registration necessary.

Senior Center Book Discussion
The Sterling Heights Public Library brings a book 

discussion to the Senior Center! Join a lively monthly 
discussion of some great reads. All chosen titles are avail-
able in multiple formats through the library, including 
large print and audiobooks. Call (586) 446-2669 for more 
information. Discussions will be held at 10 a.m. in the 
SENIOR CENTER LIBRARY on the following dates:
  January 20: The Inn at Lake Devine by Elinor Lipman
  February 17 : Gilead by Marilynne Robinson
  March 17: The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield
  April 21: Middlemarch by George Eliot
No registration necessary.

Banish writer’s block at the 
Creative Writer’s Workshop

Writers: Bring your work to the Sterling 
Heights Public Library during these informal ses-
sions and workshop with others who are as passion-
ate about writing as you. Use this program to over-
come writer’s block, get opinions on what is 
successful, and find out what needs work in 
your writing. While you’re at it, help others 
improve too!

Each month, this group will meet on 
a Wednesday from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the library’s programming center. The 
dates are:

January 28         March 25
February 25         April 29
Participants should bring 12 

copies of their work. Workshopping 
limit is two pages double-spaced for 
prose, two poems, or five pages of a play. 
For more information about this program, please call 
(586) 446-2640.

No registration necessary.

Plan for college (and how 
to pay for it) at the library

The library’s three-part college planning series will 
conclude Wednesday, January 7 at 7 p.m. with a session 
on Filling Out the Form. If you have FAFSA forms, bring 
them along. You can ask a librarian about getting the 
forms or print the form online at fafsa.ed.gov.

Sheryl Krasnow has been speaking at the Sterling 
Heights Public Library for nearly 25 years on this topic 
and has helped countless teens prepare for their future.

Registration is required and will begin on 
Wednesday, December 17. You can register online at 
www.shpl.net or by calling us at (586) 446-2640.

The library’s very own Crafters Cooperative is a 
unique program that revolves around crafters helping 
crafters. During these informal sessions, library craft-
ers offer instruction or assistance with another’s chosen 
pastime. The group meets on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on these dates:

January 21         March 18
February 18         April 15
This program is not only aimed at novice crafters 

who hit roadblocks or have questions, but also at those 
who are looking for a little inspiration; maybe a knit-
ter who wants to attempt cables, or a scrapbooker who 
wants to try sewing.

No registration necessary.

Get creative with the 
Crafters Cooperative

The library will be closed on the following dates: 
 

Thursday, January 1 for New Year’s Day.  
Monday, January 19 for Martin Luther 
  King Jr. Day. 
Monday, February 16 for President’s Day. 
Friday, April 3 for Easter. 
Saturday, April 4 for Easter.

Library closings
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Dig into this winter’s diverse program line-up

Legacy Workshop
Local author and legacy coach 

Christine Pechacek is heading to 
the library on Thursday, January 
8 at 7 p.m. to explain how each of 
us can best make our own legacy. 
Pechacek will also talk about her 
latest book, Is It Too Late to Get My 
Money Back? and how it figures into 
her own legacy.

No registration necessary.

Book Signing & Poetry Reading
Author and poet John F. Buckley 

is coming to our library on Thursday, 
January 29 at 7 p.m. to sign and dis-
cuss his latest book, Yankee Broadcast 
Network. Buckley will also lead a com-
munity poetry reading session as well.  
So stop in for an artistic adventure 
that’s sure to be as enlightening as it is 
entertaining!

No registration necessary.

Legacy Coach 
Christine Pechacek

Buckley’s
Latest Book

Real Estate Seminar
Head on down to our library’s programming center 

on Tuesday, February 3 at 7 p.m. for a crash course in real 
estate. Top-notch realtors from the Realteam will give an 
informative presentation on all the relevant details in our 
current marketplace for both buyers 
and sellers.

No registration necessary.

Learn Photography in Two Sessions
Take advantage of Randy Crowell’s 45 years of 

professional photography experience in this two-session 
class. You do not have to have a camera to attend, but if 
you own one, please bring it.

On Wednesday, February 4 at 7 p.m., learn how 
a camera operates, what lenses to use, and how to adjust 
your camera setting in manual mode to create your own 
photograph.

On Wednesday, February 11 at 7 p.m. learn how 
to compose a photograph like a professional does, to 
make it interesting to other people, and to show your 
creative side.

No registration necessary.

Author visits this January The Fundamentals of Ornamental 
Tree and Shrub Pruning

Head to the library on Tuesday, March 3 at 7 p.m. 
for an instructive presentation on ornamental pruning 
techniques. Homeowners will also be given the opportu-
nity to ask questions to our local experts, Todd Fleishans 
and Clint Sherrill, after the presentation.

Fleishans is a Certified Master Arborist and 
Qualified Tree Risk Assessor. Sherrill is an Arborist and 
Arboriculture Society of Michigan Board Member.

No registration necessary.

Matthew Ball, aka “The Boogie Woogie Kid”

The Boogie Woogie Kid Returns
Join Matthew Ball, aka The Boogie Woogie 

Kid, for another toe-tappin’ performance of 
swinging piano favorites! The concert will be held on 
Thursday, March 26 at 7 p.m. This family-friendly 
program will feature piano fun from the 20’s, 30’s, 
and 40’s.

No registration necessary, but space is limited.  
Attendees will be admitted on a first-come first-served 
basis.

Vintage Floral Workshop
Join us on Tuesday, April 28 at 6:30 p.m. to take 

part in a lovely do-it-yourself vintage paper project! Art 
instructor Cynthia Rindt will show you how to design 
a beautiful boquet of flowers for any special occassion. 
Participants will learn folding techniques and how to col-
orize papers to create a sweet and colorful floral display. 
You’ll even get to walk home with a wonderful arrange-
ment that you’ve created!

Registration is required and will begin on Tuesday, 
April 1. If you plan to build a boquet with someone else, 
please register for one. You can register online at www.
shpl.net or by calling us at (586) 446-2640.
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Get tech savvy with new classes and old favorites
Whether you are looking for beginner instruction or 

just a little one-on-one help with your tablet or laptop, 
the Sterling Heights Public Library’s slate of computer 

classes can help you. Great programs are scheduled this 
winter, including several new classes, so check out the 
following programs to find what’s best for you!

ABCs of Computers
Don’t know how to open your email? Not even sure 

how to turn the computer on? Then this is the class for 
you! Head to the library’s programming center on the 
below dates at 10 a.m. for beginner’s training with com-
puters. Each session will start with a fundamentals train-
ing course followed by a question-and-answer period. 
The classes will be held on:

Thursday, January 8         Thursday, March 5
Tuesday, February 3         Thursday, April 2 

 

No registration necessary. 

Tech Appointments
Our library staff is here to help with all of your 

technology questions! Appointments can be booked 
up to three weeks in advance for 30 minutes of one-
on-one support. We can solve your latest dilemma or 
teach you something new.  It’s up to you!

To book your appointment, please call us at 
(586) 446-2640.

All About eBooks
Stop by the library’s programming center on the 

below Wednesdays from 2 to 4 p.m. for one-on-one 
training with eBooks. Library staff will be on hand to 
show you how to download and enjoy eBooks in focused 
15-minute sessions. Participants will be helped on a first-
come first-served basis. This program will be held on: 
 

  January 14    February 18       April 8
 

No registration necessary.
 

Tablet Talk
Got a tablet, but don’t know how to use it? Come 

down for a class that’s just for you. On select Thursdays 
at 10 a.m. our library staff will put on a two-part pro-
gram with tablets in mind. Part one will offer a thorough 
presentation on how to use the library’s eBook service 
with various tablets. Part two will be a question-and-
answer period for showing and sharing how to make the 
most of your mobile device. The program dates are: 
 

  February 12      March 12       April 16
 

No registration necessary.

Computer Health
Is your computer running slow and you don’t 

know why? If so, head to the library on Thursday, 
January 22 at 10 a.m. for a special class that’s going 
to whip your computer into shape! This class will 
walk you through the necessary steps for improving 
the speed, efficiency, and security of your computer.

No registration necessary.

Computer Chitchat
Join us on Thursday, March 19 from 10 a.m. 

to noon for a social gathering that’s centered on 
computers. Participants will enjoy free coffee and 
snacks while engaging our staff in an informal ques-
tion and answer period. Raise questions and relate 
your tech-related frustrations with others who share 
your same experiences.

No registration necessary.

Excel Budgets
Money Smart week wouldn’t be 

complete without a computer class! 
Get Money Smart and Tech Smart 
on Thursday, April 23 at 10 a.m. 
and learn the basic skills needed to set up a personal 
budget using Microsoft Excel.

No registration necessary.

Special classes this winter

Gadget Guy
Can’t quite figure out that gadget you just got? 

Want to figure out how to download books to your new 
e-reader? Head to the library for a visit with the Gadget 
Guy, Chris Frezza, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the below 
dates. This program will allow participants to bring their 
gadgets and questions to Frezza for one-on-one help. 
There will be a 15-minute time limit and questions 
will be answered on a first-come, first-served basis. The 
Gadget Guy will visit the library on:

Tuesday, January 27         Tuesday, March 24
Tuesday, February 24         Monday, April 27 

 

No registration necessary. 
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19th century architecture still found in Sterling Heights
By Scott Townsend
Historical Commissioner

   One by one, the old-fashioned barns and farms 
that used to be so prominent in the early days of 
Sterling Township (later to become Sterling Heights) are 
vanishing. Most were demolished to make way for the 
subdivisions, manufacturing facilities, and retail that now 
dominate our landscape.

   A few reminders of our more rural heritage still 
remain. It may come as a surprise that a farm located in 
the northwestern area of Sterling Heights is now 175 
years old. Located on Dequindre Road (north of 19 Mile 
Road), the Haff Family farm was owned by the same 
family for that entire time until its sale in early 2014.

   The original 80 acres of the Haff Farm was sold 
by Stephen Page to Jacob Haff in 1839. The farm at 
one point encompassed over 160 acres. The farm was 
primarily first used for dairy and crops. A milk tank truck 
could pick up the milk each morning and was then taken 
to the Michigan Milk Producers in Detroit. Cows were 
milked twice a day. The farm remained in the Haff family 
over the years. Mr. Lawrence Haff was the last Haff to 
own the farm and resided there until he passed away in 
2012.

   In 1955, Lawrence’s father, Edwin, passed away 
and Lawrence kept dairy farming until most of the farms 
in the area were sold. Eventually, there were not enough 
farmers left to justify picking up the milk, so his cattle 
were sold in 1956. The Haff family continued to farm 
by horse until a Case tractor was purchased in the late 
1950s.

   Lawrence then built a large addition to the cow 
barn and raised chickens to sell eggs. The eggs were 
placed in a refrigerator in the milk house where a 
passerby would purchase their eggs and leave the money 
in a can. In 1977, the family began a weekly egg delivery 
service to parts of Utica, Shelby, and Sterling Heights. 
After years of selling eggs, the family started one of the 

first “U-Pick” strawberry businesses in the area. People 
came from all over for the experience of picking their 
own fruit. In the fall of 1982, the family grew over 8,000 
pumpkins which began a new family tradition for the 
next 25 years. Lawrence retired from farming in 2007 
and maintained a small garden until his death at the age 
of nearly 92.

   Seven generations of the Haff family lived on the 
farm until it was sold. The family held on to it that long 
as they enjoyed farming and were sentimental to that way 
of life. Most of the family held their wedding receptions 
at the farm.

   Today, several structures still remain on the land 
including a chicken house, wood and tractor sheds, a 
corn crib (used to store corn to feed the cattle) and the 
original milk house which was used to store milk and 
later to sell eggs. Several corn cribs and the original horse 
barn were razed over the years. The present home was 
built in 1913 and includes a portion of the first home 
which was built in 1846.

   While Sterling Heights is now the fourth largest 
city in Michigan, glimpses of our early days are still here 
to enjoy, they are just becoming more difficult to find.

   Special thanks to the Haff family members for 
their assistance with this article.

Haff Farmhouse in Sterling Township

Historical Display in Honor of 
Vietnam Veterans

 The Sterling Heights Historical Commission will 
prepare a display case in honor of the Vietnam veterans 
of Sterling Heights on the 40th anniversary of the fall 
of Saigon. It will contain an Army uniform, a field 
pack, loose medals, patches, books, and maps. Please 
stop by the library to view these extraordinary pieces of 
history.

Checkout our Digital Media Archives
The Digital Media Archives makes historical mate-

rials available to patrons 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week. Use it to find fascinating photos, documents, and 
maps reflecting our city and regional history.

To access the archive, visit www.shpl.net and click 
on “Online Resources”, then scroll down and select 
“SLC Digital Media Archives”. Alternatively, perform a 
search on our catalog and change the “Everything” drop 
down menu to “Local History Search”.
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Thank you to our volunteers!

Barbara Aimone 
Judith Anderson
Josephine Armstrong
John Aymen
Maryanne Beauchamp
Mary Louise Beauchamp
Jo Berthet
Shannon Bilan
Peter Biolchini
Susan Biolchini
Dave Brown
Joann Bryant
Ann Buchler
Larry (Kit) Carson
Vickie Castiglione
Sharon  Cicilian
Diane Connelly
John Connor
Mike Conte
Gideon Cook
Bev Court
Shirley Cozort
Sue De Mercurio
Megan Dean
Eva Dedenbach
Frank DiMaria
Natasha Dimovich
Theresa Drobek
Patricia Drzinski

The Sterling Heights Public Library would like to recognize the men and women who help make the
library as great as it is. The following volunteers will be recognized at a special event this spring:

Gloria Dunning
Norma Duran
Pat Erickson
Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco
Ann Ferrario
Emily Flannery
Kristin Gottschalk
Judy Goudey
Carolyn Griffith
Doug Harvey
Anita Hepburn
Ronald Himmler
Anna Hobig
Karen Hoerauf
Morris Hoffman
Bruce Honeck
June Hughes
Peggy Janowicz
Lucille Jasinski
Mary Jendritz
Madeline Johns 
Sidney Kaiser
Candise Kemp
John Klerkx
Krys Kobersy
Cindy Koykka
Jane Lewis
Mary Loewen
Michael Lombardini

Loretta Malyszek
Louise Mardyla
Anita Marrocco
Irene McCool
Joyce McVeity
Barbara Millitello
Sue Mitchell
Kathy Mohnach
Judith Moro
Meghan Mott
Donna Mukogawa
Joan Niedballa
Lani Nolan
Robert Norris
Lois Oser
Antoinette Pace
Denise Paulauskas
Mary  Pawlowski
Dan Pieniak
Christina Pineau
Joanne Profant
Celine Pultanis
John  Quainton
Janet Ribble
Lori Rice
Carol Rivetto
Clare Rose
Deanna Sadlowski 
Nancy Sagle

Diane Sangster
Ruthann Schinzing
Donald Schinzing
Thomas Scott
Marilyn Shaver
Kay Sheere
Denise Shepard
Elaine Sikora
Kathy Snider
Madeline Stewart
Karen Stine
Esther Thelander
Phyllis Tokarczyk
Scott Townsend
Mary Ann Urban
Barbara Urbaniak
Debbie Vercellone
Gert  Verhoeven
Alice Vintland
James Waldrop
Joan Waldrop
Karin Watson
Meredith Wills
Bill Wilson
Dave Wisneski
Michelle Wisneski
Nancy Woy
Brenna Zettner

Friends Funds Allocated for 2015
The Board of the Friends of the Sterling Heights 

Public Library has allocated its funds for 2015. The library 
is truly thankful for their support. The following are areas 
the Friends will support in the coming year.

Administration   $17,700
Includes Wowbrary, Overdrive, movie license and aquari-
um care.

Public Services   $5,300
Includes support for audiovisual and print collections.

Programming   $20,000
Includes support for all library programs.

Miscellaneous   $7,000
Includes bookstore supplies, fundraising, printing, and 
taxes.

Support the Friends by
shopping at Amazon Smile

Shop online with Amazon Smile to give back to the 
Friends! To do so, follow these simple steps: 
 
1) Go to smile.amazon.com and log in with your 
    normal Amazon account. 
2) When asked to choose a charity, look for the 
    “pick your own charitable organization” box. 
3) In that box, type in “Friends of the Sterling Hts 
    Library” in that exact way, then press the enter key. 
4) Once done, click the gold “Select” button next to  
    “Sterling Hts, MI” and you are ready to donate!

 
From there on out, all smile-certified purchases kick 
back to the Friends!
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